PRESIDENT'S
MESSAGE
Hello Colorado FBLA!

PORSCHA JACOBS

My name is Porscha Jacobs and I am honored
to be serving as your 2021 - 2022 Colorado FBLA
State President. To start off with, I would like
for you all to get to know me a little better. I
am currently a Senior at Idalia High School and
this upcoming year marks my sixth year being
involved with FBLA. I spent two years
competing in ML-FBLA and three years in FBLA.
When I’m not fulfilling my FBLA duties I love to
take on new adventures with my friends, spend
time with my family, and relax by either
reading a book or binge-watching movies and
tv shows. At Idalia, I enjoy playing volleyball
and basketball as well as helping my
community through Student Council, FFA, and
National Honor Society. I hope one day to find
myself traveling abroad and seeing the culture
and history of those countries.

I would like to thank everyone who has pushed past the challenging circumstances that we
faced last year with being virtual. Colorado FBLA proved once again that our love and
passion for this organization can overcome any obstacle we face. Hopefully this year we will
finally get back to having in-person conferences and activities.
Our State Officer Team has been hard at work planning and preparing for the upcoming
year. We have created a Program of Work with a series of goals to try and make this year
even better than last year. Some of our main goals include district officer training &
recognition, increasing membership, teaching members about the basics of competitive
events, and how to navigate through the website. This is just a small list of what we have
planned for this upcoming year. For more information, you can visit www.coloradofbla.org
where you can find our full Program of Work. A great way to keep up to date is to follow
Colorado FBLA on any of our social media handles. Follow us on Instagram, Facebook,
Snapchat, Twitter, and Youtube at ColoadoFBLA for reminders and updates throughout the
year.
I am beyond grateful for this opportunity to give back to this organization which has given
me so much already. Please feel free to contact me or any of the other State Officers
throughout the year. Good luck to everyone, I hope this upcoming year you all find your
own road to success!
Porscha Jacobs
State President

2021-2022

State Officer Team
Executive Officers

Vice President of Progress
Makynna Hollis
Your Colorado FBLA Vice President of Progress is Makynna Hollis, a junior at Platte Valley High
School in Kersey, Colorado. Outside of her FBLA activities, she is also involved in her school’s
FFA, FCCLA, and NHS programs. Makynna runs both indoor and outdoor track and field, runs
cross country, and plays softball for PVHS. Throughout the year you can find her raising and
showing market goats in Weld County. She shows her goats at her county fair, as well as
various jackpots throughout the state. In her free time, Makynna enjoys hiking, going to the
lake, attending concerts, hanging out with friends, and spending time with family. In the
future, Makynna plans on pursuing a degree in college that will allow her to have a career in
either the neonatal intensive care unit or pediatric oncology. Makynna is beyond thrilled to
serve as your Colorado FBLA Vice President of Progress for the upcoming year! She is excited
for the memories, laughs, and accomplishments this year will hold!

Vice President of Education
Hunter Donovan
Your Vice President of Education is a Junior at Fleming High School. She has been in FBLA since her
freshman year of high school and quickly developed a strong passion and love for the organization.
When she is not fulfilling her state officer duties, you can find her playing volleyball or basketball,
judging livestock, hanging out with friends, or trying out new things. She is also serving as her local
chapter’s President. Aside from FBLA, she is also involved in FFA, 4H, and the National Honor Society.
Hunter is also very self-motivated and enjoys pushing herself to do her best in everything she does. In
the future, Hunter hopes to obtain a degree in Political Science and become a lawyer or legislative
assistant. Hunter is looking forward to a great year and is excited to meet everybody as they pursue their
goals this year!

Vice President of Service
Azariah Calderon
Your Vice President of Service is a senior at Haxtun High School. She has been involved in FBLA,
FFA, FCCLA, NHS, 4-H, Sources of Strength, Generation Good Respect, band, and her high school
cheerleading team. You can often find her at cheer practice, walking her animals, hanging out
with her friends and family, and exploring the fine arts by painting and playing music. She has
been in FBLA since her freshman year and has become an adventurous leader because of it! She
has been a part of many different officer teams at the chapter and district level, but is looking
forward to meeting her new state officer team in person soon! She hopes to make connections
with each of her fellow state officers and get to know each of them. She hopes to become a
token of inspiration for younger members like past state officers have done for her.

2021-2022

State Officer Team
District Officers

District 1 State Officer
Dade Gomez
Your District 1 State Officer is Dade Gomez, a senior at Platte Valley High School from Kersey,
Colorado. Dade is a first-year golfer, and also plays basketball and baseball for PVHS. In his free
time, he likes to play video games on his PC, work out, or work on cars with his pals. Dade is
also an NHS co-president and Student Council Member. In the future, Dade plans to pursue a
degree in Mechanical Engineering or Physics, and one day owns a shop to build custom street
dragsters. Dade Gomez is excited to be serving a second term with Colorado FBLA, and looks
forward to making this year as great as possible.

District 2 State Officer
Anushka Udeshi
Anushka Udeshi is a junior at Stargate High School in Thornton, Colorado. She is a Colorado FBLA State
Officer, the first in her school to hold such an Honor. In her high school, she is involved with Red Cross
Club, National Honor Society, Science Olympiad, Mock Trial, HOSA and manages the school’s boys
volleyball team. She also enjoys playing volleyball for her school team. Anushka has attended
prestigious programs such as the Yale Young Global Scholars program and the Duke TIPS program
along with completing an internship at a diversity-focused international marketing company. In her free
time, she enjoys staying up to date on social issues, as well as listening to music and spending time with
family and friends. Anushka is undecided in her major at this point but is leaning towards
business/economics. She is very excited for having in-person FBLA events and is excited and honored to
serve Colorado FBLA!

District 3 State Officer

Priscilla Cordova
Your District 3 State officer is a senior at Idalia High School. She has been involved in FBLA since
her 8th-grade year. This organization has helped her become more comfortable with whom she
is and has given her much knowledge. When she isn’t doing schoolwork or serving Colorado
FBLA you can find her outdoors exploring, or spending quality family time! She is very
adventurous and loves to be outdoors exploring nature. She enjoys being part of a team and
shows great passion for anything she does. Aside from FBLA Priscilla is very well involved in FFA,
Student Council, IYCS, Volleyball, and Track. She is the first to volunteer and isn’t afraid to take
risks. She is bilingual and loves to conversate with others about anything! She is a very easygoing
person so don’t be afraid to go up to her and start a conversation!

2021-2022

State Officer Team
District Officers

District 4 State Officer
Alyssa Lock
Your District 4 State Officer is a Junior at Haxtun High School in the Northeastern Corner of
Colorado. When she’s not fulfilling her state officer duties, you can find her playing volleyball
and running track for Haxtun High School, competitively swimming for the neighboring town
of Holyoke High School, going to the lake, shopping with her friends, or working at the Haxtun
Physical Therapy Office, Holyoke Swimming Pool, and Ballyneal Golf Club. She is also a
member of Haxtun’s FFA Chapter, National Honor Society Chapter, FCCLA Chapter, Student
Council, and Class Government. In the future, Aly plans to get a degree in Kinesiology or
Exercise Science and attend Physical Therapy School to become a Physical Therapist/Athletic
Trainer. Aly is so excited to be serving as your Colorado FBLA District 4 State Officer and to
hopefully see everyone in person!

District 5 State Officer
Aryan Roy
Your District 5 State officer is Aryan Roy from Cherry Cheek High School! His favorite sport is football.
In his free time, he enjoys spending time with friends and family, watching movies, coding, learning
how to cook, playing legos, playing video games, and reading. Aryan is also involved in Science
Research, Science Bowl, Science Olympiad, TSA, USACO, Speech and Debate, UNICEF, and FTC. His
favorite FBLA memory is San Antonio National Leadership Conference where he became closer with
his chapter and toured the beautiful city. He also placed at the national level and it was a very
exciting moment in his high school career!

District 6 State Officer

Aidan Martinez

Your District 6 State Officer is Aidan Martinez, a senior from Pueblo Centennial High School in
Pueblo, Colorado. Aidan is also involved in DECA, Key Club, NHS, and Science Bowl. When he is
not fulfilling his duties as a state officer, you can find him playing video games, enjoying the
outdoors, and spending time with his friends and family. He also enjoys playing soccer for his
high school and club teams. Aidan plans to pursue higher education in Colorado and become a
Doctor of Physical Therapy. Aidan is excited for this upcoming year and can’t wait to (hopefully)
meet some of you in person!

2021-2022

State Officer Team
District Officers

District 9 State Officer
Olivia Margaux Ferzacca
My name is Olivia Margaux Ferzacca. Olivia is a senior at Eagle Valley High School. Olivia is
your district, nine state officers. Olivia is representing Battle Mountain High School because her
school doesn't have an FBLA. Olivia has been in FBLA for four years. Olivia's freshman year, she
competed in the business plan and went to the states. In Olivia's sophomore year, she
competed in a job interview and made it to the states. Finally, in Olivia's junior year, she
competed in Impromptu Speaking and made it to the states. When Olivia is not in FBLA,
Olivia is hanging out with her huge, crazy family and her friends. Olivia is also a dancer on the
Junior Varsity team and competitive skiing on the Alpine EVHS team. Olivia loves to travel,
read, and spends time with my animals in the 4-h season. Olivia is also working on her Girl
Scout Gold Award while babysitting and working as a host, food runner, or busser. Olivia
knows that this is a lot. She likes to keep herself busy. She is always on the go. When Olivia
does get free time, you can find her hiking, rafting, paddleboarding, watching Netflix, Hulu or
Disney plus, and reading. Olivia plans to major in Special Education and then get her master's
in Deaf Education with a minor in Business. Olivia is excited for this FBLA year and hopes to
make it create and help all the other FBLA members experience a year they can't forget.

District 11 State Officer
Estelle Chartrand
Your District 11 State officer is a senior at Rock Canyon High School. Estelle joined FBLA her
Sophomore year and has loved it ever since. In her free time, she loves to play golf. You can
always find her outside and staying active. She enjoys hiking, swimming, and working out. She
loves to hang out with her friends and family. Her favorite sport to watch is hockey, she even
enjoys going to the University of Denver Hockey games with her family and friends. She is also
involved in Deca, National honor society, and key club. She also loves to volunteer! In the future,
Estelle plans to major in Pre Med and also plans to pursue business as well. Estelle is extremely
excited to serve as your District 11 State Officer and can’t wait for this year of FBLA.

Want a State Officer to Visit
Your Chapter?
Fill free to email any of the state officers or visit
https://cccs-forms.formstack.com/forms/fbla_state_officer_visit_request

Covid-19 Recovery
Porscha Jacobs, Idalia High School
How can your FBLA chapter recover from Covid-19? This is a great question to be
asking yourself. One step to recovery is to increase chapter membership. Since FBLA
has gone virtual the membership has decreased. As we slowly start to come out of
Covid-19 and start having in-person events it’s important to find new and exciting ways
to increase membership as well as community and chapter involvement. When trying to
think of activities for a chapter to do try and think “outside the box”. This means
activities that you haven’t done in the past that would catch others' attention. You want
to involve students that may not be in FBLA. Some great examples could include an
outdoor scavenger hunt, an outdoor movie, an ice cream social, or even any sports
tournaments. Even if your community/school is online there are still great activities you
could do. Some examples of virtual activities include social media challenges, virtual
monthly meetings, or even a trivia night. This year it’s important to focus on positive
things that will come. Helping your community by bringing ideas to help spread joy and
positivity can make a huge impact. This year when planning your chapter events, think
how you can help your chapter recover from the impact Covid-19 has had.

A Life of Skill: Financial Literacy
Dade Gomez, Platte Valley High School

The majority of FBLA members are mere years or months away from being adults that
have to pay their own rent, taxes, phone bills, etc, myself included. As adults that were
still living with our parents only a few months ago, how are we expected to handle our
finances when we have no prior experience with the concept? This is where financial
literacy can be incredibly helpful. There are multiple ways to become more financially
literate, one option being through competitive events. Accounting I & II and Banking &
Financial Systems would be helpful for people interested in a career in finances, while
Personal Finance has something to offer for everyone. Personal Finance quizzes the
competitor on debt and credit, income, taxes, buying goods, and any other day-to-day
activities that require financial literacy. On top of the competitive events, Colorado FBLA
also posts financial literacy tips on Instagram (@coloradofbla). FBLA is an organization
that strives to provide relevant information to its members that will benefit them in the
future. There is no topic more relevant to a person's life than financial literacy, and FBLA
offers multiple resources to educate yourself on the topic.

Opportunities For
Community Service
Anushka Udeshi, Legacy High School
The COVID-19 global pandemic has taken our daily lives and twisted them into a ghost
of what they once were. Throughout this last year and a half, I really missed hanging out
with friends and even going to grocery stores, but one of the main things I missed was
volunteering. Before the pandemic, I enjoyed volunteering with organizations and
charities throughout Colorado such as Red Cross and A Precious Child but seeing the
red canceled signs come up over all of my events at the beginning of the pandemic
really dampened my spirits.
While sharing my experiences with the other Colorado FBLA members they agreed
heartily to my statements so we decided to start an initiative to connect Colorado FBLA
members with organizations and charities they can volunteer for. We are going to
include opportunities that are both in-person and online and there will be a wide variety
of topics to volunteer for. Watch for these posts on our Instagram page
@ColoradoFBLA. They will be posted every 1st and 3rd Saturday of the month. We hope
to see members getting involved with volunteering again!

What Competitive Event is Right for You?
Aly Lock, Haxtun High School
Whether it be a test, role play, or a presentation, FBLA has an event for you! The 20212022 FBLA year holds many opportunities for all members. Some of these opportunities
include Leadership Conferences! Colorado District Leadership Conference, Colorado
State Leadership Conference, and the National Leadership Conference are great
opportunities for members to show off their skills while learning something new! Who
doesn’t love a little competition! There are so many fun events to do in FBLA, it can be
hard to choose what is right for you. Luckily, FBLA has a program just for that! On the
Colorado FBLA Website, the competitive event section will direct you to a link that is a
quiz to help you find your perfect event! FBLA offers something for everyone. Enjoy
watching or playing sports? Maybe you will enjoy Sports and Entertainment
Management. Love solving problems involving numbers? Accounting I, Accounting II,
and Financial Math are for you! Interested in law? Try Business Law. No matter what you
enjoy, FBLA is for you!

How to Network in a World
That Seems So Big
Estelle Chartrand, Rock Canyon High School
As young adults, the world can seem so big. Oftentimes, you
may find yourself wondering how to make connections and who
to even connect with. It is even hard to know when and where to
network. But, the problem is really not as big as you may think.
First, what even is networking? Networking is interacting with
others in order to exchange information and develop social
contacts. It helps form personal and business relationships. All
in all, the more people you know the better! So, why is
networking so important? Networking leads to new
opportunities. It also creates lasting friendships and
connections. Not to mention, it’s fun! Think about it like this,
your friends have friends from other schools. And those friends
are friends with people from other schools as well. They even
are friends with students who go to school in different states
and sometimes different countries. This is similar to the
business world. As you meet and network with one person you
are also opening a door to connections with all the people they
have met and networked with, and so on and so on. If you think
about it like networking with one person at a time the world
doesn’t seem so big right? But now more than ever, it is easier to
network with others. We have tons of ways to network. With the
use of Instagram, LinkedIn, Snapchat, Facebook, and so much
more, we can now network more than ever!
How can you start to network? It’s easy. Just talk! Start off by
asking, “Hi, what’s your name?” “What school do you go to?” “Do
you play any sports?” You can network anywhere and
everywhere. You can even exchange social media and phone
numbers. Just remember to be brave and have fun. You can
network at school, work, business events, the grocery store, and
more. The more people you know and meet the better!
So, next time you want to network don’t feel intimidated by this
BIG world. Start small.

2021-2021: FBLA Covid
Year or Not?
Olivia Margaux Ferzacca, Battle
Mountain High School
How will FBLA look? You're all probably wondering what FBLA will look like this year.
Coming from a year of zoom calls, submitting videos for states and nationals, and not
meeting to wearing masks at maybe one or two meetings; You're probably wondering if
it will be the same this year or if we are coming back to a time that was before us. I can't
say I am sure of the year because, after a year of a pandemic, I can never say that we
will not have something else come into our lives that might stop our activities and
competitions. But, we know so far that we will have in-person competitions, districts,
state, and nationals. We will be able to meet in person with our clubs and members.
There won't be any restrictions. But, again, I can't say that is for sure. We might have
another pandemic stop us or something else that might be a roadblock in the way, but
that doesn't mean that FBLA is over. No matter what comes our way, FBLA will go on.

Find out more about
the connection
between March of
Dimes and FBLA with
the following link:
https://www.fblapbl.org/partner/marc
h-of-dimes/

Virtual CTSO Kickoff
Priscilla Cordova, Idalia High School
September 15, 2021, was the Virtual CTSO Leadership Kickoff! This is a student-led
leadership training focused on the program of work and chapter management best
practices. Our Chapter leaders left the CTSO Leadership Kickoff feeling more prepared
for the 2021-22 year! We want to give them the best knowledge that is best use in their
chapter so that they can get more accomplished during this school year. This event is
for Chapter officers to get training from State Officers on how to lead their chapters!

CTSO Leadership Kickoff 2021
Hunter Donovan
Colorado FBLA was well represented at Colorado CTSO training on September 15th.
During this virtual event, all Colorado CTSOs worked together to come up with a halfday training for all elected chapter officers! The CTSOs focused on skill-focused
workshops for most of the conference before breaking up into CTSO-specific time.
During the event, the Colorado FBLA state officers and advisers worked hard on
creating a workshop on financial leadership. Within the workshop, the officers shared
some of their favorite fundraisers, shared information (such as balance sheets and
checks), and talked about topics such as budgeting! After that, the members got to learn
about the state POWs and what all the different sections entailed! Overall, it was a great
day and lots of members were in attendance!

To access the financial leadership workshop visit
https://youtu.be/4PzDGDq8FhM

Champion Chapters
Congratulations to all chapters who earned recognition during the Summer Starter
portion of the Champion Chapter Program!
University Schools Platte Valley FBLA Cherry Creek High School Cherokee Trail High
School FBLA Valley High School
Rock Canyon High School Palisade High School Broomfield High School Haxtun High
School Elizabeth High School Wray High School Holyoke High School FBLA
Idalia High School La Junta High School North Fork High School FBLA Sargent FBLA
Arickaree School District FBLA
Fruita Monument High School Limon High School Longmont High School Banning
Lewis Preparatory Academy Grandview High School Fleming High School
Lamar High School Flagler High School Burlington FBLA Crowley County High School
McClave FBLA Bennett High School Pine Creek High School

Business Battle
Congratulations to all the students who competed in this year's Business Battle
Competition! Colorado FBLA was very well represented! Below is a list of competition
event winners!
Accounting & Financial Management
1-Morgan Hoselton Mountain Vista High School
2- Brookelyn Curran Mountain Vista High School
3- Ethan Schneller Holyoke High School
Business Basics
1-Maudie Stroud Rock Canyon High School
2-Grace Roscoe Mountain Vista High School
3- Annie Gao Rock Canyon High School

Business Development & Entrepreneurship
1-Andrew Kim Rock Canyon High School
2- Tia Abraham Rock Canyon High School
3- Mandy Huang Pine Creek High School
Business Management
1- Annie Gao Rock Canyon High School
2-Will Liu Pine Creek High School
3 -Jane Griffin Arapahoe High School

Financial Concepts
1- Finn Balfe Mountain Vista High School
2- Ella Meyers Mountain Vista High School
3- Ben Estabrook Mountain Vista High School
Information Technology
1- Will Liu Pine Creek High School
2- Blaize Studer Rock Canyon High School
3- Eshaan Sharma Rock Canyon High School

Marketing, Sales & Communications
1- Kira Zizzo Rock Canyon High School
2- Ava Smith Mountain Vista High School
3- Annie Gao Rock Canyon High School

Getting Off to a Strong Start
Aidan Martinez, Pueblo Centennial High
School
Whether you’re preparing for your competitive event or starting a new leadership role,
it’s important to start strong. Being able to put yourself into a position to succeed early
on in the year sets you up for success later on in the year. Every competition starts by
reading the rules, checking the guidelines, and making sure the standard is met, or even
exceeded. When starting a leadership role, you reach out to the other officers, reach
out to advisors, and set goals for yourself and the rest of the officer team.
What do all of these actions have in common? They all start by taking the initiative and
doing what’s necessary to succeed in what you do. There’s a quote that’s important to
me when I start something, so I thought I would share it with you, “You don’t have to be
great to start, but you have to start to be great.” This quote by Zig Ziglar showcases that
to be great you have to start somewhere, so get started now.
Future Business Leaders of America presents numerous opportunities for members to
succeed, whether it be through competition, leadership, or the other numerous
activities it offers. Some of these activities happen earlier in the year than others, but
the fact remains that there is always time to lay a solid foundation on the project you’re
working on. So if you have started on that project, fantastic. But if you haven’t started,
there’s no better time than the present.

First In-Person State Meeting
Hunter Donovan

The state officer team was able to hold their first in-person meeting on September 9th!
This was a very exciting experience because it was the first time the officers were able to
meet each other face-to-face! The officers and advisers hope to host as many events
and conferences as possible on-person this year. Although nothing is set in stone, the
future of in-person FBLA looks extremely promising; however, masks and other
guidelines will most likely have to be taken into consideration.

Opportunities for Everyone
Azariah Calderon, Haxtun Canyon High School
The Future Business Leaders of America is an organization that is passionate about
leading and teaching students around the United States about the world of business.
FBLA’s goal has been to be beneficial to the young minds of today by allowing them to
pursue leadership roles, develop life skills, and prepare members for future careers.
FBLA has opportunities for members at the chapter, district, state, and national levels.
This CTSO organization benefits its members every day with community service
opportunities, leadership development, and career preparation. FBLA utilizes
competitive events to help teach members about the business industry. Competitive
events help members prepare for job interviews through mock interviews for their
dream job or teach members how to implement community service activities to benefit
the nation from their small town. There are also FBLA programs that have a priority to
help members grow into their full potential and develop their FBLA knowledge.
The Future Business Leaders of America also allows non-member students to prosper
in their youthful years. FBLA chapters host school-wide events to recruit more students
to join the organization or to simply educate students about leadership. Chapters also
put on numerous community service events throughout the year to help benefit the
community members and students. Community service helps teach young minds how
to help the less fortunate, develop leadership, and how to interact in a professional
setting. Community members aid from these FBLA hosted events because it allows
them to help, or be assisted, at a local level and helps support the local FBLA chapter.
The Future Business Leaders of America holds an infinite amount of opportunities for
everyone.

Newly Updated State and National
Websites
Both the state and national FBLA websites have undergone large changes. These
changes are supposed to help members navigate through both sites easier and more
efficiently. Colorado FBLA will also be stepping away from using Livebinders and all
information will be uploaded to the state website!
To access the state site visit-https://www.coloradofbla.org/
To access the national website visit-https://www.fbla-pbl.org/

The Importance of Making
Business Leaders
Aryan Roy, Cherry Creek High School
FBLA offers an excellent way for its students to become leaders in the business world through
competitive events, leadership roles, and programs. However, a key step is being missed: Business
Experience. The skills and insights that one gets from working in businesses are unparalleled and are
perhaps the most important requirement for outdoing competitors. By giving FBLA students an early
head start with this important area, They can learn more about the businesses that they’re interested
in. This will help them tremendously when they get into the business sector, either starting their own
company or advancing through the ranks. FBLA students will be far more prepared than others.
An effective step that Colorado FBLA can further take is to put an increased focus on more handson/interactive business experience and education. This can include organizing more business tours to
learn the inner workings of a company and offer projects that students can do at these businesses to
help them get some sort of entrepreneurial experience. These projects are ideally meant for students
to help businesses run smoothly, gaining appropriate skills like management or product design. One
way to ensure this is through company sponsorships that are willing to accept FBLA students. We can
also take this further and possibly find a way to offer interested students the ability to apply to intern
or work at notable businesses, giving them worthwhile connections, information, and experience that
they otherwise wouldn’t be able to find on their own. These experiences would be tailored to a specific
student's interests and goals. For example, if a student is passionate about aerospace, Colorado FBLA
can connect that student with one of many Lockheed Martin’s high school internships. If a student is
interested in marketing, Colorado FBLA can find opportunities such as the high school business
internship for the NSA.
There are numerous businesses in the Colorado area that accept students for internships. By
reaching out to them as Colorado FBLA, we can create bigger partnerships and opportunities that can
accept more students, increasing reach. In addition, FBLA can also use its influence to publicize and
spread lesser-known opportunities and internships that students may not know about, reaching out to
more students and helping them secure their dream projects. This can be done effectively through
social media or newsletters. These business activities would likely be at the chapter level and Colorado
FBLA can help guide interested chapters, setting up services, and offering advice.
Colorado FBLA can also reach out to noted business guest speakers, educators, and professors more
frequently, setting them up with chapters and members to learn more about business, possibly
creating virtual business lessons for students to experience from these reputed individuals. This can
help connect students with business mentors as well as being tutored by business professionals to
better understand how the industry works. By implementing a more hands-on business experience
through internships/projects and supplemented by business mentors, FBLA, already a premier
organization, can truly be moved to the next level.

Building a Solid Foundation
Makynna Hollis, Platte Valley High School
Take a moment to think about a building. Any building will work. No matter what building you are
thinking of, they all went through a similar building process. The first step in constructing a building
is, arguably, the most important one. That is creating the foundation. The foundation of a building
is the part that makes it stable, efficient, and safe. Without a solid foundation, the building would
not last and would crumble into pieces.
Buildings are not the only things that can have a foundation. A solid foundation is extremely
critical in relationships. This includes all types of relationships, especially professional ones. While
the foundation of a relationship will vary greatly from that of a building, it is equally important. A
relationship too will crumble with a weak foundation.
Throughout the course of your life, you will have a huge number of relationships of all varying
backgrounds and degrees. In FBLA, you could potentially have relationships with your fellow
chapter members, team members, officer team members, advisers, and so many more. The way
you start these relationships is crucial to whether or not they will succeed.
To build a solid foundation in a relationship it is important to start with the basics. No matter the
context of a relationship, it is key to get to know a person before jumping into anything. This
means that you should be comfortable with that person. In a business or FBLA setting, this
translates to being able to easily work with someone. Once you are comfortable with a person, it is
easier to gain trust and work efficiently with them. These are two very important aspects of a
business relationship. If you can not work together well and can not accomplish the things you
wish to, this may be a sign that your relationship has a weak foundation. At that point, it may be
crucial to take a step back and “rebuild” your foundation in order to resolve these types of issues.
In a business relationship, professionalism is critical to ensure efficiency and effectiveness. Being
professional means having focus, responsibility, and understanding of the tasks at hand. However,
it is important to still balance the fun, professional, and personal aspects of the relationship. With
a good balance, will come good results.
Just like a building, relationships need a solid, reliable foundation. Starting with the basics and
working your way up is a great way to create an efficient and enjoyable relationship. Remember
that it is easier to build something from the ground up than it is to rebuild something that has
fallen.

Connections in FBLA
Hunter Donovan, Fleming High School
“The most important thing in life is the connections you make with others” -Tom Ford.
Within FBLA you have the opportunity to meet so many people and make lasting and
valuable connections.
While in FBLA, you will have the opportunity to make connections with other members
and students your own age. These connections can benefit you in several ways. They can
allow you to make lasting friendships with students who are interested in the same things
as you. These friendships can last a lifetime and make positive impacts in your life in and
out of FBLA. You can also make connections with other members who can help you reach
your goals or give you advice. When you meet other people who are motivated and
passionate, it can rub off on you and inspire you to chase after your own dreams. You will
have the opportunity to network and make connections with members your age at
conferences, workshops, or social events! You can also attend events like the monthly
state meetings to network with state officers, advisers, and other members!
You also have the opportunity to network with colleges or company representatives
while attending FBLA events and activities. For example, at the 2020 State Virtual
Leadership Experience, members had the opportunity to talk to UNC’s Academic Advisor,
Nathan Raugutt, during a virtual business exhibit. In another case, members had the
opportunity to talk to Whitni Redman and ask her questions during a state meeting!
These connections can help you obtain scholarships, solidify future jobs, secure
internships, and more! FBLA provides several opportunities to impress business
professionals while in a controlled and professional area. Being in FBLA can also give
members a leg up while pursuing their goals and future plans. Starting to make
connections at an early age will allow you to be better prepared and more confident
down the road!
Although not discussed as much, being in FBLA will allow you to make connections with
non-members! When people see you around before or after an FBLA event, they may ask
you about where you're heading, what you’re a part of, or what you’re doing. These are all
great questions that will allow you to expose more people to FBLA while also building
upon your public speaking skills! It is great to start practicing an elevator speech to give
whenever somebody asks you about FBLA! Not only can you benefit by talking to people
who are not in FBLA, but you can also better the organization by encouraging more
people to get involved or learn about it!
“Succeeding in business is all about making connections” - Richard Branson. I truly
believe that being an FBLA member is one of the best ways to make connections that can
change your life for the better!
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National Leadership
Experience
Congratulations to all Colorado FBLA members who attended the virtual national
competition this summer! Colorado FBLA was once again very well-represented and
there was great feedback and interaction from all the members! Colorado FBLA was
also very busy during this time introducing the state officers and completing a statewide
spirit week for all members to take part in virtually. This conference also included
several engaging and educational keynote speakers and workshops!

Competitive Event Winners
National Champion
Hospitality & Event Management –
Atharva Vispute, Rampart High School

Second Place
Publication Design – Kira Zizzo, Rock
Canyon High School
Mobile Application Development –
Anna Kriss, Beiyi Xu, Grandview High
School

Third Place
Political Science – Prakash Koukuntla,
Grandview High School
LifeSmarts – Will Liu, Trevor Tong, Pine
Creek High School
Digital Citizenship – Caelin Adkins, Milliken
Middle School
Digital Video Production – Mae Chen,
Orianna Germeille, Grandview High
School
Management Decision Making – Carson
Carere, Lamar High School

Fourth Place
Health Care Administration – Rewa
Raizada, Rock Canyon High School
Introduction to Financial Math –
Eshaan Sharma, Rock Canyon High
School

Fifth Place
Graphic Design – Rachel Herron,
Broomfield High School

Sixth Place
Website Design – Dean Withers,
Grand Junction High School
Community Service Project – Kayli
Policicchio, Milliken Middle School

Competitive Event Winners
Continued
Seventh Place
Spreadsheet Applications – Alexander
Sasse, Valley High School
Broadcast Journalism – Viravee Vashist,
Cherry Creek High School
Coding & Programming – Ryan Zhang,
Fossil Ridge High School
Introduction to Business Presentation –
Dylan Gross, Grandview High School
Mobile Application Development –
Colton Braccia, Caden Kriese, Douglas
County High School

Eighth Place
LifeSmarts – Daniel Diaz Reyes, Devin
Hash, Grandview High School
Introduction to Business
Communication – Rachel Cooper, Regis
Jesuit High School
Sports & Entertainment Management –
Kade Bessert, Fruita Monument High
School
Client Service – Amelia Weldon,
Rampart High School
Digital Video Production – Logan
Biggerstaff, Derrick Hsieh, Neil Sury,
Cherry Creek High School
Impromptu Speaking – Dishita Sharma,
Discovery Canyon High School

Ninth Place
Word Processing – Ryan Lee,
Grandview High School
Introduction to Business – Katherine
Dupper, Rock Canyon High School
Sales Presentation – Taylor Altman,
Madeleine Hemstreet, Grandview High
School
Partnership with Business – Kailar
Hayes, Diego Jimenez, Kenneth
Lindholm, Holyoke High School

Tenth Place
Career Exploration – Colten Schlagel,
Milliken Middle School
Introduction to Social Media Strategy –
Sruthi Malisetty, Sonakshi Srivastava,
Grandview High School
Business Plan – Jake Hexum, Anna
Pickering, John Pullen, Ponderosa High
School

2021-2022 District Officers
Congratulations to all members who ran for and were elected to serve Colorado FBLA as
district officers this year! Serving as a district officer is a huge opportunity that comes with
various duties and obligations. Everyone at Colorado FBLA is so thankful for your hard work
and dedication to our organization!
District 1
Adam Gross- Platte Valley High School
Chloe Trujilo- Fossil Ridge High School
Akshitha Bandi- Fossil Ridge high School

District 2

District 5
Benjamin Xu- Cherry Creek High School
Sophia Wang- Cherry Creek High School
Muskaan Saxena- Cherry Creek High
School

District 9

Cody Eckhoof- Moffat
Montrose FBLA (judge hospitality)

Emmy Alverez- Thornton High School
Anoushka Jani- Legacy High School
Rachel Herron- Broomfield High School
Paxtyn Mangus - Frederick High School
Trystan Trinh- Monarch High School
Alexander Bergman- West Grand High
School

District 6

District 10

Caleb Chung- Pine Creek High School
Nadia Jackson- Pueblo Centennial High
School
Andrew Zhang- Pueblo Centennial High
School

Steyn Braakman- Arapahoe High School
Leah Grier- Arapahoe High School
Jane Griffin - Arapahoe High School

District 3

District 7

Kylie Wingfield - Idalia High School
Kyndal Richards- Idalia High School
Callie Richards - dalia High School
Itzel Gonzalez- Idalia High School
Jaylie Stone -Flagler High School

District 4
Brayden Clark- Haxtun High School
Jensen Renquist- Julesburg High School
Tayla Martin- Holyoke High School
Ethan Schneller- Holyoke High School

Emmalee Buhrle- Kim High School
Trent Johnson- La Junta High School
Shealie Schmidt- La Junta High School

District 11
Maudie Stroud- Rock Canyon High
School

District 8
Maria Sears- Monte Vista High School
Katie Pacheco- Monte Vista High School
Josiah Yocum- Sargent High School

District Officer Training
Colorado FBLA hosted their first-ever district officer training for all the elected officers!
During this conference, district officers had the opportunity to learn various leadership skills
and general office information including presentation skills, promotion, organization and
time management, judge and speaker recruitment, social activities, and workshop ideas.
Following the workshops, the district officers had the opportunity to break out and meet with
their district officer team and district state officer to disucss the upcoming year!

Colorado Fall Leadership
Conferences
Colorado FBLA was able to host its first in-person
conferences since 2020 in early October! The Colorado Fall
Leadership Conferences (CFLCs) were held on three different
days at three different locations! During these conferences,
members had the opportunity to meet their state officers,
attend various workshops, network with other members, and
meet with FBLA alumni! These conferences were a great
experience for all members as they got to branch out and try
new things! On October 4th, six state officers traveled to
Colorado Mesa Univesity for the first of three conferences.
On October 6th, six state officers helped run the conference
at Colorado State University-Pueblo. The last conference was
held on October 7th at the University of Northern Colorado.
Over the three days, over 550 members took advantage of all
the events and activities that these exciting conferences
offered!

Hospitality and Entertainment
Experience
Colorado FBLA hosted their first-ever Hospitality and
Entertainment Experience on October 9th! This was a great
opportunity for members to learn about the inside and outs of
business while having fun! Throughout the day, members got to
learn from the management and leadership of the Elitch staff.
Members also got to learn about various aspects of the business
before doing round tables with the state officers! Members were
able to conclude the day by going on various rides and attractions
at the amusement park!

UPCOMING EVENTS
OCTOBER 31: SHAPING
SUCCESS (CHAMPION
CHAPTER) DEADLINE
NOVEMBER 15: COLORADO
FBLA MEMBERSHIP
MEETING, VIRTUAL
NOVEMBER 17: COLORADO
FBLA ADVISER CHIPS &
CHAT, VIRTUAL
NOVEMBER 19-20:
NATIONAL FBLA FALL
CONFERENCE, MILWAUKEE
DECEMBER 1: MEMBERSHIP
REGISTRATION & PAYMENT
DEADLINE
DECEMBER 2: STATE
OFFICER TEAM MEETING
(AND LOCAL OFFICER),
DENVER
DECEMBER 13: COLORADO
FBLA MEMBERSHIP
MEETING, VIRTUAL
DECEMBER 15: COLORADO
FBLA ADVISER CHIPS &
CHAT, VIRTUAL
DECEMBER 15: DISTRICT
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
REGISTRATION DEADLINE
DECEMBER 15: SERVICE
SEASON (CHAMPION
CHAPTER) DEADLINE
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