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OVERVIEW
One of the core elements to PBL’s sustained
success is our continued relationship with
government —at the local, state, and federal
level. All elected officials can serve as invaluable
resources for your local and state chapter. At
the core of government affairs is the
relationships developed with a variety of
officials. These relationships, which aren’t built
overnight, are essential to PBL’s funding, reach,
and resources. By each local and state chapter
engaging in advocacy and government affairs,
elected officials will become more cognizant of
the vast benefits of supporting PBL and other
Career and Technical Student Organizations
(CTSO).

WHY
ADVOCATE?
Currently, the main source of funding for
FBLA-PBL is from the Strengthening Career
and Technical Education for the 21st
Century Act (Perkins V). Perkins V is a federal
piece of legislation which distributes
funding, by a preset formula, between
individual state’s and the federal
government for the use of funding
Vocational and Technical Education
organizations. By advocating for FBLA-PBL
and Perkins funding we can ensure that this
source of funding is reauthorized every few
years.

PERKINS V INFORMATION: BIT.LY/PERKINSVINFO
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HOW TO ADVOCATE
PBL needs to advocate for FBLA-PBL and CTSO expansion with the elected officials who
represent every single one of our members -- from our Secretary of Education to your
local mayor. If we as an organization meet with all of our elected officials, they will
become more aware of PBL and the kinds of resources we provide for students to
become future business leaders. The first step in advocacy is to find an “ask.” It could be
attending your SLC, supporting a budget amendment, coming to speak to your local
chapter, or supporting a piece of pending legislation which positively affects CTE and
CTSOs. But, your “ask” will be the main thing you speak to the official regarding.

WHO TO CONTACT
LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Mayor
City Council Member
School Board Member
County Commissioner
Chamber of Commerce Officials
STATE GOVERNMENT
Governor
State Legislature Representatives
Department of Education Officials
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
White House
Congress
Department of Education

WHAT CAN I DO TODAY?
Write an email/letter to your local, state, and federal representatives
Reach out to contacts in your network and let them know what PBL offers
Spread PBL’s message on Social Media
Meet face-to-face with your elected officials
Submit PBL related press releases to local media
Talk about PBL with friends, family, and acquaintances
Get an elected official to sign a proclamation
Organize a "Lobby Day"

FIND YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS: USA.GOV/ELECTED-OFFICIALS
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WHAT IS A LOBBY DAY?
A “Lobby Day” is an organized day where you can represent FBLA-PBL by meeting with
elected officials on the local, state, or federal level. Lobby days are a crucial time to
discuss PBL and advocate for the advancement of our mission and Career and Technical
Education (CTE). Multiple volunteers should be brought in on the lobby day to meet with
as many representatives as possible.

PLANNING A LOBBY DAY
LEAVE BEHINDS
A one page “leave behind” that clearly and succinctly defines what PBL is and what we do
is probably the most important document you can leave with the elected official. In the
leave behind document include facts about the organization, a clear 'ask' for the
representative, and contact information. Try to avoid leaving behind more than 1 or 2
pages. Other materials you may consider leaving with the representative or staff person
include a business card, informational brochure, or letters from members.
VOLUNTEER FOLDERS
A folder for each volunteer should include:
Lobby day agenda/schedule
List of representatives
Brief talking points and elevator speech
Extra copies of the one-page leave behind
Map of Capitol Hill (or state capitol)
ON LOBBY DAY
On the lobby day it is a good idea to have a morning briefing with volunteers. During this
briefing you can hand out materials and quickly go over talking points. Before the
meetings, collect cell phone numbers of volunteers and make sure everyone knows
where they are going. Set up a table with folders, name tags, and additional copies of
important documents (maps, talking points, etc.).
AFTER LOBBY DAY
Send elected officials and volunteers thank you notes
Send follow-up press release to local media
Notify National PBL
Email pblmpvp@fbla.org with pictures and press release
Have volunteers share photos on social media
Use #FBLA-PBL
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LOBBY DAY SCHEDULING SCRIPT
“Hello, my name is [NAME] from Future Business Leaders of America-Phi Beta Lambda. May
I please speak to the scheduler?” (Write down the scheduler’s name.)
“I will be in [LOCATION] on [DATE], and I would like to schedule a meeting with Senator
[NAME] and/or his Education staff person to discuss the importance Career and Technical
Student Organizations. I would like to schedule a meeting between the hours of [TIMES].”
Note: You may have to contact the office several times before someone returns your call or
confirms an appointment.

LOBBY DAY TALKING POINTS
Overview of FBLA-PBL (Elevator Speech)
Career and Technical Education Funding
Perkins V
Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education appropriations bill
Statistics about FBLA-PBL in their districts
Upcoming CTE Legislation

SAMPLE "LEAVE BEHIND": BIT.LY/PBLFACTSHEET
ACTE POLICY AGENDA: BIT.LY/ACTEPOLICYAGENDA

| PBL ADVOCACY PACKET

PAGE | 06

RESOURCES
ELEVATOR SPEECH
With more than 230,000 members from 47 states and more than 10 countries, Future
Business Leaders of America-Phi Beta Lambda, Inc. (FBLA-PBL) is the oldest and
largest career student business organization in the world. Each year, FBLA-PBL helps
hundreds of thousands prepare for careers in every industry throughout the world.
FBLA-PBL inspires and prepares students to become community-minded business
leaders in a global society through relevant career preparation, leadership
experiences and community service engagement.

SCHEDULING EMAIL
Hello,
I’m a current member of Future Business Leaders of America-Phi Beta Lambda. FBLA-PBL is
the largest international high school Career & Technical Student Organization (CTSO)
reaching millions every year.
I will be in [LOCATION] on [DATE] to meet with my Congressman and Senators to discuss
Career and Technical Education (CTE), funding initiatives on the federal level (including
increased funding for the Perkins Act, as well as ways in which we can increase FBLA
membership throughout the nation.
I appreciate your time, [ELECTED OFFICIALS] time, and I kindly ask that a meeting be set up.
Best,
[NAME]
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LETTER TO ELECTED OFFICIAL
[DATE]
[YOUR ADDRESS]
The Honorable [ELECTED OFFICIALS TITLE AND NAME]
[ADDRESS]
Dear Representative/Senator [NAME],
With more than 230,000 members from 47 states and more than 10 countries, Future
Business Leaders of America-Phi Beta Lambda, Inc. (FBLA-PBL) is the oldest and largest
career student business organization in the world. Each year, FBLA-PBL helps hundreds
of thousands prepare for careers in every industry throughout the world. FBLA-PBL
inspires and prepares students to become community-minded business leaders in a
global society through relevant career preparation and leadership experiences.
FBLA-PBL is primarily funded through the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education
Act (Perkins). The Perkins Act is the principal source of dedicated federal funding for
career and technical education (CTE) programs and Career and Technical Student
Organization (CTSO) leadership. This national investment in CTE is essential to ensuring
that students are prepared for careers in expanding fields like engineering, information
technology, advanced manufacturing, and health care.
After years of declining federal support for CTE, Congress approved, with overwhelming
bipartisan support, a final Fiscal Year 2019 Labor, Health and Human Services, and
Education appropriations bill that will increase funding for the Perkins Basic State Grant
by $70 million--bringing the total to nearly $1.263 billion for the 2019-2020 school year!
Increasing our investment in Perkins will expand access to high-quality CTE programs and
CTSOs to a greater number of youth and adult learners.
In the coming months, I urge you to help us build upon this bipartisan effort to invest in
our nation's workforce by supporting increased funding for the Perkins Basic State Grant
program!
Sincerely,
[SIGNATURE]
[NAME]

MORE SAMPLE LETTERS: ACTEONLINE.ORG
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PROCLAMATION REQUEST
[DATE]
[YOUR ADDRESS]
The Honorable [ELECTED OFFICIALS TITLE AND NAME]
[ADDRESS]
Dear Representative/Senator [NAME],
With more than 230,000 members from 47 states and more than 10 countries, Future
Business Leaders of America-Phi Beta Lambda, Inc. (FBLA-PBL) is the oldest and largest
career student business organization in the world. Each year, FBLA-PBL helps hundreds of
thousands prepare for careers in every industry throughout the world. FBLA-PBL inspires
and prepares students to become community-minded business leaders in a global society
through relevant career preparation and leadership experiences.
The Second Week of February is National FBLA-PBL Week. This week provides an excellent
opportunity for our [City/County/State/School] to demonstrate its support for youth
business education and career and technical education. Moreover, it’s a wonderful
opportunity to educate the public on FBLA which prepares students for the business world
via programs focused on leadership development, educational programs, and community
service.
Future Business Leaders of America-Phi Beta Lambda, Inc. would be honored if you
would sponsor an official proclamation to recognize the second week of February as
National FBLA-PBL Week.
If you, or your staff, have any questions concerning the request, or FBLA-PBL Week, please
call me at [telephone number]. I will follow-up with your office on this request in the next
few days. As always, we appreciate your support of FBLA-PBL Week. Thank you for
consideration on this special request.
Sincerely,
[SIGNATURE]
[NAME]

SAMPLE PROCLAMATION: BIT.LY/PBLPROCLAMATION

COMMENTS,
QUESTIONS,
CONCERNS?
CONTACT DJPBLMPVP@FBLA.ORG

